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Francesca Fantini is an Italian saxophonist and artistic researcher whose work moves fluidly between contemporary 
repertoire, and free improvisation. Through sound, gesture, and collaborative performance, Francesca investigates how the 
body functions as both instrument and site of knowledge, challenging conventional hierarchies of musical form and 
authorship. 

Profile   

Name and Surname Francesca Fantini 

Affiliation University of Roma Tre, Department of Philosophy, Communication and Performing 
Arts  

Roles PhD Student, 40th Cycle 

 Artist in Residence 2026 at Intro in Situ Maastricht (NL) 

Education   

2017-2021, Bachelor of Arts in 
Classical Saxophone 

Conservatorium Maastricht, ZUYD University of Applied Science. 

2021-2024, Master in Chamber 
Music 

Conservatorio di Musica Luca Marenzio di Brescia. Graduated Cum Laude and 
Honors. 

2022-2023, Erasmus Semester  Lithuanian Music and Theatre Academy, Contemporary Chamber Music and Free 
Improvisation. 

2024-current, Doctoral Studies University of Roma Tre, Doctoral Studies in Culture, practices, and technologies in 
cinema, media, music, theatre, and dance. 

Selected Recordings and Relevant 
Performing Activities 

 

Bodies of Sounds, Bodies of 
Thoughts 

Live free improvised concert at Intro in Situ, 27.02.2026. Listen on YouTube.   

When glass breaks Free improvised Suite. Recorded in November 2025. Listen on YouTube.  

Monheim Triennale II Improviser in the Project of Signature Artist Selendis A.S. Johnson “Reflections on 
the German Revolution” Listen on Vimeo. 

Warm Like The Sun Original soundtrack co-composed and co-performed with Margo Sanda for Ali Efe’s 
short dance-movie. January 2026. Watch and Listen on YouTube. 

Relevant Research Activities  

Maastricht Theory Symposium 2026 Connecting interpretation with improvisation: Embodied Theory Cognition Views into 
Contemporary Music 
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Levi Campus 2026 Interdisciplinary seminar series “Improvvisi, forme, gesti, pratiche” [Improvisations, 
forms, gestures, practices]. Alumna of the Levi Foundation. 

Oi Dialogoi Conference at 
Conservatory of Trento 

Title of the presentation: For a New Ecology of Chamber Music: Revitalizing 
Improvisation in the Contemporary Chamber Music Ecosystem. November 2025. 

International Symposium of Siena 
Jazz “Drifting Between Extremes” 

Title of the presentation: “Endangered Species: Revitalizing Improvisation Within the 
Contemporary Chamber Music Ecosystem”. July 2025. 

Relevant Pedagogical Activities  

Workshop at Limestone Bookstore 
Maastricht 

Narratives of Listening, workshop for creative writing and music notation. June 2026. 

Improvisation Workshop at 
Conservatory of Brescia 

Mimicry and Contrasts between Electroacoustic and Instrumental Music. Co-creator 
and curator, March 2026. Programme. 

Improvisation Workshop at National 
Academy of Dance in Rome 

The body as a resource for improvisation: the poietic breathing, December 2025, 
April 2026.  

Composition and Interpretation 
Workshop at Conservatory of Brescia 

Contemporary Music between Composition, Interpretation, Improvisation. March 
2025. In collaboration with airkeychains trio. Project funded by Creative Europe and 
Goethe Institut. 

Hard Skills 
 
Performance:  
• Advanced saxophone player, tenor 
and alto 
• advanced free improviser, solo and 
ensemble;  
• chamber music, specialist in 
contemporary repertoire.  
 

Research:  
• Artistic research methodology,  
practice-based research, embodied 
approaches, transductive processes;  
• dissemination – workshops, and 
presentations;  
• bibliographic research and source 
management – musicology, philosophy, 
performance studies. 

Facilitation: 
• Workshop design and facilitation; 
• lecturing in higher education and 
professional contexts; 
• project management for artistic 
initiatives in an international 
environment;  
• project leadership for collaborative 
ensembles and interdisciplinary projects 
in an international environment.  

Soft Skills 
 
Interpersonal and Collaborative  

• Active listening and deep attention; 

• empathy and sensitivity to group 
dynamics and creative processes;  

•  collaborative mindset across 
disciplines;  
• intercultural communication. 
 

Cognitive and Creative 
• Creative problem-solving; 
• critical thinking and reflective practice; 
• flexibility and adaptability; 
• capacity to work with open forms.​
 
Professional and Organisational 
• Self-discipline in managing deadlines; 
• time management coordination; 
• professionalism in relations. 

Communication and Presence 
• Clear, engaging communication; 
• ability to articulate complex ideas to 
diverse audiences;​
• stage presence and embodied 
communication as a performer and 
speaker; 
• confidence in leading groups and 
artistic projects. 
 

Languages Skills 
| Italian: native| English: C1 | Spanish: advanced| German: B1 | French: intermediate| Dutch: basic to intermediate | 
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